The rabbit is an important animal, as a pet, in the laboratory and in the hatter's, furrier's and butcher's shops. There has long been a need for a pathology of the rabbit, ever since SEIFRIED'S "Die Krankheiten des Kaninchens" (1937) went out of print 20 years ago. Thus, the publication of a new book on this subject ought to be a welcome event, and some reviewers have already extended a welcome, in my view uncritically.
The book contains a modicum of useful information based chiefly on the author's personal experience. He often cites, but all too seldom considers, the work of others. He explains that due to the difficulties of publishing a large volume he decided to write a less ambitious one which would nevertheless deal with all the diseases of the rabbit, especially the domestic rabbit. The word pathologie is used in its broad sense, so that the book indudes information on the clinical aspects of disease, a feature which adds to its value. However, it suffers from a superficiality of approach, so that instead of building on the foundation which SEIPRIED had left, the author skims the surface of the subject as if it were being treated for the first time, and then aims it at an audience of sophomores. There is thus a tantalizing mention of numerous diseases of importance in the rabbit, but consideration of most of them is perfunctory and the reader is provided insufficient information. Some diseases are dealt with rather well, for instance certain bacterial infections ; but even here there are serious errors of complete omission, for example, staphylococcal myositis.
The skeletal system is among several which are neglected, having no chapter and being dismissed in half a page under the section on congenital anomalies, where the muscular system is accorded two lines and the nervous system five I The whole section on congenital anomalies-hereditary and otherwise-is skimmed over in four pages, yet ROY ROBINSON'S treatise "Genetic Studies of the Rabbit" (1952) devotes 30 pages to anomalies, and several new ones have been reported since 1952.
The errors of omission could be forgiven, if the book could at least serve as a reference source to other people's observations. However, the bibliographic references run the gamut from useful through misleading to incomprehensiblethere is no evidence that the manuscript received any editing at all in the hands of the publisher. and 65 are eight more, two of them misspelled. Omissions of page numbers, volume numbers or years of publication of journals, and misspellings of authors' names are distressingly numerous. All of this betokens deplorable indifference on the part of author and publisher to the needs of their readers. When one adds that the book lacks a subject index, one can only advise those fortunate enough to own an old copy of SEIFRIED to hold on to it. "Pathologie du Lapin" is attractively printed on excellent paper. Perhaps the most valuable feature is its illustrations, especially those of gross lesions. There are also some remarkably good photomicrographs, particularly of parasites in tissues, and all, including the poor ones, are very nicely reproduced. The book can therefore serve in a limited way as an atlas of pathology of the rabbit. But the need for a real book on the pathology of this animal has not pet been met and provides some aspiring author with an opportunity. This monograph reports the results of a study which was made to compare the lesions of tuberculosis in warm-blooded animals with those produced by various acid-fast bacilli in cold-blooded animals. This was done by a detailed comparison of partically all of the reports in the literature plus some observations on experimental infections which the author made in a few fish, amphibians, snakes, lizards and turtles.
The review of the literature is the best available on the subject. The author not only critically discusses the various reports but lists them in tables according to kinds of animals, infecting agent, duration of the experiment and the results based on reported bacteriologic and pathologic studies. There are 183 references ; the work is valuable for the excellent coverage of the literature.
For his experimental studies the author used acid-fast bacteria that had been isolated by others from cases of naturally occurring infections in reptiles plus cultures of human, bovine, and avian tubercle bacilli. He admits that a definition for tuberculosis in cold-blooded animals is difficult because the acid-fast microorganisms concerned have not been adequately studied and are not readily identified in contrast to the disease in warm-blooded species.
Some experiments were done using a few fish, snakes and lizards but most of the work involved the axolotl and turtles (Testodo graeca and Testodo bermannb). Cultures were inoculated intraperitoneally and when animals died or were killed bacteriologic and histopathologic studies were made. Of particular interest was that bovine tubercle bacilli could be recovered from cold-blooded animals as long as 365 days after infection and that tuberculous lesions were demonstrable in some cases both grossly and microscopically. Also, passage of bovine tubercle bacilli through five series of turtles appeared to have no effect on the virulence of the microorganism.
